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T. TRAVIS MEDLOCK 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

l<lMBERT C llfcNNIS BUILDING 
POST OFF JO. BOX I I S49 

COLUMBIA. SC 29211 
TELEPHONE 803 734 3970 

November 23, 1987 

Jack M. Scoville, Jr., Esquire 
Georgetown County Attorney 
Post Office Rox 557 
Georgetown, South Carolina 29440 

Dear Mr. Scoville: 

By your letter of September 9, 1987, you have requested the 
opinion of this Off ice as to several questions concerning reim
bursement of a member of Georgetown County Council for legal 
fees incurred in defending a lawsuit purporting to remove him 
from office. We must advise that we concur with the advice 
which you have al ready given to Georgetown County Council; in 
particular, we concur with your statement in your letter to this 
Office, on page 2, that "Council has the authority to indemnify 
a councilman for the defense of an action arising from the dis
charge of an official duty done in good faith." As you note, 
whether the action arose from the discharge of an official duty 
has yet to be conclusively determined. 

As a matter of equity, Georgetown County Council may wish 
to consider paying fees now which have already been incurred, as 
an interim measure since it has not been conclusively determined 
that the council member's actions were not within the discharge 
of his official duty and since legal fees have been accrued in a 
good faith defense of the action previously dismissed without 
prejudice. Of course, council retains the ultimate responsibili
ty to decide whether to pay, or not, the legal fees previously 
incurred or to be incurred in the future in the defense of this 
lawsuit. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

f>~,o.~~ 
Patricia D. Petway 

PDP/rhm 
Assistant Attorney General 
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