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Office of the Attorney General

State of South Carolina
Opinion No. 4330

April 19, 1976

*1  In Re: DUI—Steering Towed Motor Vehicle

Col. P. F. Thompson
Communications Officer
State Highway Patrol
Drawer 1498
Columbia, South Carolina

Dear Colonel Thompson:
You have inquired whether or not a person steering a towed motor vehicle may be guilty of DUI.

American Jurisprudence, V. 5, p. 918, Section 772, states:
‘An automobile unable to proceed under its own power, which is being towed, is a ‘motor vehicle’ within the meaning of
a statute making it an offense to operate a motor vehicle while intoxicated, and providing that the term ‘motor vehicle’
shall include all vehicles propelled by power other than muscular power.'

The foregoing rule was adopted and approved in Rogers v. State, Tex., 183 S.W.2d 572. Ref. also State v. Hester, Tenn.,
270 S.W.2d 321, 47 A.L.R.2d 568; Chamberlain v. State, Tex., 294 S.W.2d 719. Such authorities cited hold uniformly
that steering such a ‘motor vehicle’ constitutes ‘driving’ or ‘operating’ under DUI statutes.

Am. Jur. 2d, Motor Vehicles, Section 628, n.75 at page 353, cites the following additional decisions in support of the
quoted rule:
State v. Jones, Conn., 203 A.2d 447.

State v. Prichett, Del., 173 A.2d 886.

State v. Baumgartner, N.J., 91 A.2d 222.

Bradham v. State, Tenn., 235 S.W.2d 801.

State v. Starrs, Vt., 163 A. 560.

In view of the foregoing, it is the opinion of this Office that a person under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs
who is steering a motor vehicle [with engine not running], being towed by another vehicle, is guilty of DUI.
 Yours very truly,

Joseph C. Coleman
Deputy Attorney General
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