
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

August 29, 2016

Ms. Marci Andino, Executive Director

South Carolina Election Commission

1122 Lady Street, Suite 500
Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Ms. Andino:

You have asked for our opinion concerning "furnishing certain information contained on
voter registration lists." Specifically, you set forth the issue as follows:

South Carolina Code Ann. § 7-5-170(2) provides that a voter must provide the
following information when submitting an application to register to vote: name, sex,
race, social security number, date of birth, residence address, mailing address,
telephone number of the applicant and location of prior voter registration. Subsection
(1) provides that the social security number contained in the application must not be
open to public inspection. South Carolina Code Ann. § 7-3-20(6) requires the
Executive Director of the State Election Commission to furnish each county board of
voter registration and election with a copy of all registered voters in each precinct in
the county, which shall be used as the official list of voters. The Executive Director
is also required under S.C. Code Ann. § 7-3-20(12) to furnish, at a reasonable price
any precinct lists to a qualified elector requesting them.

The Family Privacy Protection Act in § 30-2-300(3) requires state and local
govemments to minimize the instances that personal identifying information is
disseminated externally with the general public. Personal identifying information is
defined as "social security number, date of birth ... name, home address, [and] home
telephone number. . . S.C. Code Ann. § 30-2-30(1). Additionally, the Domestic
Violence Reform Act requires that the address from a complainant for a permanent
restraining order must be ". . . kept under seal, and not subject to Freedom of
Information Act requests...." S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-1910(D). The South Carolina
Supreme Court ruled in Glassmever v. Citv of Columbia, that disclosure of home
addresses and personal telephone numbers was "an unwarranted invasion of an
individual's privacy and thus . . . were exempt from disclosure under the privacy
exemption of the state Freedom of Information Act." 414 S.C. 213 (2015).

In light of the conflict between Section 7, Section 30 and the recent Supreme Court
ruling, the Commission is requesting clarification as to whether certain information
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