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Alan Wilson

Attorney General ^
October 18, 2016

The Honorable Hugh E. Weathers
South Carolina Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 11280

Columbia, SC 29211

Dear Commissioner Weathers:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter dated September 13, 2016 to the Opinions
section regarding whether the privacy exemption to the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act
("FOIA"), S.C. Code. Ann. §§ 30-4-10 et seq., allows the South Carolina Department of Agriculture
("Department") to withhold information submitted by grant applicants for financial assistance under the
"Farm Aid Bill" pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 46-1-160. Your opinion request describes the grant
program as follows:

The Farm Aid Bill created the "South Carolina Farm Aid Fund," separate and distinct
from the general fund and all other funds, and appropriated $40,000,000 for its purposes.
The Department of Agriculture is responsible for administering the grant program, with
assistance from the Department of Revenue. All payments are being processed using the
normal state payment procedures through the Comptroller General and the State
Treasurer's offices. Subsection (B)(1) of the Farm Aid Bill provides, "The Department of
Agriculture shall administer the grant program authorized by this section. The
Department of Revenue shall assist the Department of Agriculture in the administration
of the grant program by providing auditing services, accounting services, and review and
oversight of all financial aspects of the grant program." S.C. Code Ann. § 46-1-
160(B)(1). The Farm Aid Bill also created the "Farm Aid Advisory Board" "to make
recommendations to the department regarding the duties of the department in
administering the grant program." Id.

One of the Board's first and primary duties was to "recommend an application process by
which a person with a loss resulting from the flooding in October 2015 may apply for a
grant." S.C. Code Ann. § 46-1-160(B)(2). Subsection (B)(4) prescribes several general
guidelines for the Department of Agriculture to follow in determining loss for purposes
of award calculation and distribution, including the collection of detailed confidential
financial information for all applicants:

(B)(4) To determine loss, the department:
(a) must measure the person's cumulative total loss of all affected
agriculture commodities for 2015 against the person's expected
production of all agricultural commodities affected by the flood in
2015;
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