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May 17, 2017

James R. Battle, Esq.
Attorney for the Myrtle Beach Police Department
Battle Law Firm, LLC

PO Box 530

Conway, SC 29528

Dear Mr. Battle:

Attorney General Alan Wilson referred your letter dated January 20, 2017 to the
Opinions section for a response. Please find following our understanding of your questions and
our response to them.

Issue:

You have asked us to consider whether a police department may purchase a gyroplane (a
small aircraft similar to a helicopter) with funds forfeited pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 44-53-
520 (2016), South Carolina's civil asset forfeiture statute. You also asked whether those funds
could be used for certain related expenses: associated needed equipment, training for two pilots,
fuel, and maintenance of the aircraft. You indicate that the gyroplane would be used primarily
for direct drug law enforcement operations and for activities with a strong correlation to drug law
enforcement. You also anticipate certain incidental purposes which are minimally related or
stipulated to be unrelated to drug law enforcement. You list the following specific anticipated
uses (edited for length and clarity):

1. Narcotics Enforcement. This would include aerial surveillance of active narcotics

investigative operations, monitoring of narcotic undercover operations, and gathering
intelligence pre- and post-operation. You anticipate that this will decrease detection
of undercover law enforcement officers, decrease potential vehicle pursuits, and
substantially decrease overall danger to civilians, law enforcement officers, and
targeted persons.

2. Direct Support of the 15"^ Circuit Solicitor's Drug Enforcement Unit. "DEU." You
note that because the DEU "encompasses two counties . . . that are anchored by
ocean, inlets, waterways, and a commercial port, the ability to deploy an aircraft to
monitor and surveil enforcement functions related to narcotics interdiction would far

exceed the current capabilities."
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