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Dear Ms. Manning:

Attomey General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section. Your
letter states:

This letter is to request an opinion regarding the ability of a public body to amend
an agenda for a public meeting under circumstances that do not appear to be
contemplated by current law. The specific question is as follows:

Whether and how a public body may amend the agenda for a
properly noticed public meeting to add a non-substantive,
administrative item that requires a vote, but does not implicate the
substantive duties of the public body when (1) reposting the
amended agenda with 24 hours' notice is not possible and (2) the
administrative item does not present an emergency or exigent
circumstances, but when (3) the administrative item is important to
facilitate staff support of the public body?

By way of background, the issue recently arose before a properly noticed meeting
of the Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA). RIA was created to provide grants
and loans to units of local government and other qualified recipients to construct
and improve rural infrastructure facilities in South Carolina. See S.C. Code
Section 11-50-30. A seven member board of directors serves as RIA's governing
body and is chaired by the Secretary of Commerce. See id. 11-50-50. The board
makes all substantive funding decisions upon recommendation of RIA's staff, and
the South Carolina Department of Commerce provides legal, IT, human
resources, and accounting support for the agency pursuant to a contract.

Immediately prior to the public meeting, the Executive Director wished to add the
election of a vice-chair to the agenda because the board member serving in that
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