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Domestic Violence
Organizations

Distributed by:
The State of South Carolina
Office of the Attorney General
S.T.O.P. Violence Against Women Program

Telephone: (803) 734- 3717 Fax: (803) 734-4078
Post Office Box 11549, Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1549



Domestic Violence Organizations

South Carolina
SCCADVASA
P.O. Box 7776

Columbia, SC 29202
Hotline 800-260-9293
Phone 803-256-2900

Barnwell County
Cumbee Center to Assist Abused Persons
P.O. Box 1293
Aiken, SC 29802
Hotline 803-641-4162
Phone 803-649-0408

Abbeville County
Laurens County Safe Home
P.O. Box 744
Clinton, SC 29325
Hotline 866-598-5932
Phone 864-682-7270

Beaufort County
Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse
P.O. Box 1775
Beaufort, SC 29901-1775
Hotline 800-868-2632
Phone 843-770-1074

Aiken County
Cumbee Center to Assist Abused Persons
P.O. Box 1293
Aiken, SC 29802
Hotline 803-641-4162
Phone 803-649-0408

Beaufort County
Hope Haven of the Lowcountry
P.O. Box 2502
Beaufort, SC 29901
Hotline 800-637-7273
Phone 843-524-2256

Allendale County
Cumbee Center to Assist Abused Persons
P.O. Box 1293
Aiken, SC 29802
Hotline 803-641-4162
Phone 803-649-0408

Berkeley County
My Sister's House
P.O. Box 71171
North Charleston, SC 29415
Hotline (county) 800-273-4673
Phone 843-747-4069

Anderson County
Safe Harbor
P.O. Box 174
Greenville, SC 29602
Hotline 800-291-2139
Phone 864-467-1177

Calhoun County
CASA/Family Systems
P.O. Box 1568
Orangeburg, SC 29116
Hotline 800-298-7228
Phone 803-534-2448

Bamberg County
CASA/Family Systems
P.O. Box 1568
Orangeburg, SC 29116
Hotline 800-298-7228
Phone 803-534-2448

Charleston County
My Sister's House
P.O. Box 71171
North Charleston, SC 29415
Hotline (county) 800-273-4673
Phone 843-747-4069

Barnwell County
Barnwell County Help Line
1644 Jackson Street
Barnwell, SC 29812
Help Line/Hotline 803-259-3333

Cherokee County
SAFE Homes, Rape Crisis Coalition
236 Union Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302
Hotline 800-273-5066
Phone 864-583-9803




Chester County
Safe Passage, Inc.
P.O. Box 11458
Rock Hill, SC 29731
Hotline 800-659-0977
Phone 803-329-3336

Dorchester County
My Sister's House
P.O. Box 71171
North Charleston, SC 29415
Hotline 800-273-4673
Phone 843-747-4069

Chesterfield County
Pee Dee Coalition
P.O. Box 1351
Florence, SC 29503
Hotline 800-273-1820

Phone 843-669-4694

Edgefield County
MEG's House
P.O. Box 3410
Greenwood, SC 29648
Hotline 800-447-7992
Phone 864-229-1580

Clarendon County
YWCA of the Upper Lowlands, Inc.
246 Church Street
Sumter, SC 29150
Hotline 803-775-2763

Phone 803-773-7158

Fairfield County
Sistercare, Inc.
P.O. Box 1029

Columbia, SC 29202
Hotline 803-765-9428
Phone 803-926-0505

Colleton County
Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse
P.O. Box 1775
Beaufort, SC 29901-1775
Hotline 800-868-2632

Phone 843-770-1074

Florence County
Pee Dee Coalition
P.O. Box 1351
Florence, SC 29503
Hotline 800-273-1820
Phone 843-669-4694

Colleton County
Hope Haven of the Lowcountry
P.O. Box 2502
Beaufort, SC 29901
Hotline 800-637-7273
Phone 843-524-2256

Georgetown County
Citizens Against Spouse Abuse
P.O. Box 912
Myrtle Beach, SC 29578
Hotline 843-448-6206
Phone 843-293-2270

Darlington County
Pee Dee Coalition
P.O. Box 1351
Florence, SC 29503
Hotline 800-273-1820

Phone 843-383-0240

Greenville County
Safe Harbor
P.O. Box 174
Greenville, SC 29602
Hotline 800-291-2139
Phone 864-467-1177

Dillon County Greenwood County
Pee Dee Coalition MEG'’s House
P.O. Box 1351 P.O. Box 3410
Florence, SC 29503

Hotline 800-273-1820
Phone 843-774-0898

Greenwood, SC 29648
Hotline 800-447-7992
Phone 864-229-1580




Hampton County
Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse
P.O. Box 1775
Beaufort, SC 29901-1775
Hotline 800-868-2632
Phone 843-770-1074

Laurens County
Laurens County Safe Home
Post Office Box 744
Clinton, SC 29325
Hotline 866-598-5932
Phone 864-682-7270

Hampton County
Hope Have of the Lowcountry
P.O. Box 2502
Beaufort, SC 29901
Hotline 800-637-7273
Phone 843-524-2256

Lee County
YWCA of the Upper Lowlands, Inc.
246 Church Street
Sumter, SC 29150
Hotline 803-775-2763
Phone 803-773-7158

Horry County
Citizens Against Spouse Abuse
P.O. Box 912
Myrtle Beach, SC 29578
Hotline 843-448-6206
Phone 843-293-2270

Lexington County
Sistercare, Inc.
P.O. Box 1029

Columbia, SC 29202

Hotline 803-765-9428

Phone 803-926-0505

Jasper County
Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse
P.O. Box 1775
Beaufort, SC 29901
Hotline: 800-868-2632
Phone 843-770-1074

Marion County
Pee Dee Coalition
P.O. Box 1351
Florence, SC 29503
Hotline 800-273-1820
Phone 843-423-6568

Jasper County
Hope Haven of the Lowcountry
P.O. Box 2502
Beaufort, SC 29901
Hotline 800-637-7273
Phone 843-524-2256

Marlboro County
Pee Dee Coalition
P.O. Box 1351
Florence, SC 29503
Hotline 800-273-1820
Phone 843-479-0882

Kershaw County
Sistercare, Inc.
P.O. Box 1029

Columbia, SC 29202

Hotline 803-765-9428

Phone 803-926-0505

McCormick County
MEG's House
P.O. Box 3410

Greenwood, SC 29648

Hotline 800-447-7992
Phone 864-229-1580

Lancaster County
Safe Passage, Inc.
P.O. Box 11458
Rock Hill, SC 29731
Hotline 800-659-0977
Phone 803-285-6533

Newberry County
Sistercare, Inc.
P.O. Box 1029

Columbia, SC 29202

Hotline 803-765-9428

Phone 803-926-0505




Oconee County
Safe Harbor
P.O. Box 174

Greenville, SC 29602
Hotline 800-291-2139
Phone 864-467-1177

Spartanburg County
SAFE Homes, Rape Crisis Coalition
236 Union Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302
Hotline 800-273-5066
Phone 864-583-9803

Orangeburg County
CASA/Family Systems
P.O. Box 1568
Orangeburg, SC 29116
Hotline 800-298-7228
Phone 803-534-2448

Sumter County
YWCA of the Upper Lowlands, Inc.
246 Church Street
Sumter, SC 29150
Hotline 803-775-2763
Phone 803-773-7158

Pickens County
Safe Harbor
P.O. Box 174

Greenville, SC 29602
Hotline 800-291-2139
Phone 864-467-1177
and
Mary’s House
Easley, SC 29640
Hotline: 864-859-9191
Phone: 864-855-8041

Union County
SAFE Homes, Rape Crisis Coalition
236 Union Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302
Hotline 800-273-5066
Phone 864-583-9803

Richland County
Sistercare, Inc.
P.O. Box 1029

Columbia, SC 29202

Hotline: 803-765-9428

Phone 803-926-0505

Williamsburg County
Pee Dee Coalition
P.O. Box 1351
Florence, SC 29503
Hotline 800-273-1820
Phone 843-354-6481

Saluda County
Laurens County Safe Home
P.O. Box 744
Clinton, SC 29325
Hotline 866-598-5932
Phone 864-682-7270

York County
Safe Passage, Inc.
P.O. Box 11458
Rock Hill, SC 29731
Hotline 800-659-0977
Phone 803-329-3336




SC DSS Approved Batterer
Intervention Programs

Distributed by:
The State of South Carolina
Office of the Attorney General
S.T.O.P. Violence Against Women Program

Telephone: (803) 734- 3717 Fax: (803) 734-4078
Post Office Box 11549, Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1549



County Name of Provider | Address/Email Telephone
Number/Fax Number
Abbeville Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Working towards suecc@nuvox.net 864-227-0088 Tel.
Change Susie Nickerson
Aiken Unity Program 135 Lancaster St. SW 803-649-0480 Tel.
(Cumbee Center Aiken, SC 29801
for Abused caap_ktm@bellsouth.net
Persons)
Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Allendale Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
New Directions 1860 Russell St. 803.533.1920 Tel.
Crisis & Re- Orangeburg, SC 29118 803.533.7530 Fax
Adjustment Center | ehkelly60@hotmail.com Contact: Elaine Kelly
Unity Program 135 Lancaster St. SW 803-649-0480 Tel.
(Cumbee Center Aiken, SC 29801
for Abused caap_ktm@bellsouth.net
Persons)
Anderson S.T.E.A.R. (Family | 410 Shockley Ferry Rd., 864-225-6266 Tel.
Counseling of anderson, SC 29624 803-256-0468 Tel.
Anderson) talexander@newfoundationschi | 864-225-6267 Fax
Idren.com
Compass of 1100 Rutherford Rd. 864-467-3434 Tel.
Carolina Greenville, SC 29609 864-467-3571 Fax.
speerh@compassofcarolina.org
Bamberg Alternative 668 John C. Calhoun Dr. 803-535-3351 Tel.
Methods/CASA P.O. Box 1568 803-535-3282 Fax
Family Systems Orangeburg, SC 29116
frank11@bellsouth.net
New Directions 1860 Russell St. 803.533.1920 Tel.
Crisis & Re- Orangeburg,, SC 29118 803.533.7530 Fax
Adjustment Center | ehkelly60@hotmail.com Contact: Elaine Kelly
Barnwell Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Unity Program 135 Lancaster St. SW 803-649-0480 Tel.
(Cumbee Center Aiken, SC 29801
for Abused caap_ktm@bellsouth.net
Persons)
Beaufort Washington Family | 2201 Boundary St. 843-524-4884 Tel.

Counseling Center

Beaufort, SC 29902
eldubluu@hotmail.com

Contact: Lawrence
Washington
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Family Counseling
Center

800 Main St., Suite 210-C
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
frankbolgan@yahoo.com

843. 683.0042 Tel.
843.682.4552 Fax
Contact: Frank Bolgan

Berkeley Alternatives Life 2114 Cosgrove Ave. 843-767-4477 Tel.
Improvement N. Charleston, SC 29405 Heather Harrington
Center, Inc. altchas@aol.com
Low Country 4600 Goer Dr., Ste. 205 843-760-2635 Tel.
Counseling Center North Charleston, SC 29453 843-566-9758 Fax.
Family Services, 4925 Lacross Rd., Suite 215 1-800-232-6489 Tel.
Inc. North Charleston, South 843 — 744-2886
Carolina 29406 C. Graham
cgraham@familyserviceschassc
.com
Calhoun Alternative 668 John C. Calhoun Dr. 803-535-3351 Tel.
Methods/CASA P.O. Box 1568 803-535-3282 Fax
Family Systems Orangeburge, SC 29116
frank11@bellsouth.net
Charleston Alternatives Life 2114 Cosgrove Ave. 843-767-4477 Tel.
Improvement N. Charleston, SC 29405 Heather Harrington
Center, Inc. altchas@aol.com
Positive Feedback 5000 Rivers Ave. 843-744-1447
N Charleston, SC 29405 Contact: Stanton
positivefeedback@att.net Chalk & Randy
Santana
843-744-1434 Fax
Family Services, 4925 Lacross Rd., Suite 215 1-800-232-6489 Tel.
Inc. North Charleston, South 843-744-2886
Carolina 29406 C. Graham
cgraham@familyserviceschassc
-com
Low Country 4600 Goer Dr., Ste. 205 843-760-2635 Tel.
Counseling Center North Charleston, SC 29453 843-566-9758 Fax.
ncookchas@aol.com Contact: Nancy Cook
Family Treatment 3175 West Montague Ave. 843-745-9111 Tel.
Center North Charleston SC, 29418 843-225-9311 Fax
fvdirector@aol.com Contact: Latoshia
Spearing, MA, LPC
Cherokee Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Family - You Can’t | P.O. Box 919 864-895-8231 Tel.
Beat Them! Greer, SC 29651 864-895-0356 Fax
jreasel@juno.com
Chester Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.

Center

louann@sc.twcbc.com
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3 Trees Center for
Change

546 S. Cherry Rd., Ste. L
Rock Hill, SC 29732
www.threetreescfc.com

803-207-0558 Tel.
877-752-1347 Fax

Project Intercept

128 Main St.
Society Hill, SC 29520
vthomasvs@dhec.sc.gov

843 — 921 — 0050 Tel.
843-537-0562 Fax
Valencia Thomas

Clarendon New Hope 216 East Main St. 803-485-8249 Tel.
Domestic Violence | Summerton, SC 29102 Contact: Helene
Counseling goldsmith@ftc-i.net Goldsmith
True Divine kimberlyferguson23@gmail.c | 803-775-5511 Tel.
Christian Ministries | om Kimberly O. Ferguson
Intervention for 246 Church St. 803-773-7158 Tel.
Change (YWCA of | Sumter, SC 29150 803-775-3851 Fax
The Upper sumterywca@aol.com
Lowlands)
Colleton Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Darlington Alternative to P.O. Box 1351 843-673-2008 Tel.
Violence - Pee Dee | Florence, SC 29503
Coalition gdavis@peedeecoalition.org
ehamilton@peedeecoalition.org
Project Intercept vthomasvs@dhec.sc.gov 843-921-0050 Tel.
843-537-0562 Fax.
Dillon Alternative to P.O. Box 1351 843-673-2008 Tel.
Violence - Pee Dee | Florence, SC 29503
Coalition Gdavis@Peedeecoalition.Org
Ehamilton@Peedeecoalition.Or
o]
Project Intercept vthomasvs@dhec.sc.qov 843-921-0050 Tel.
843-537-0562 Fax.
Dorchester Community 112 W. 4™ N. St,, Ste. B 843-871-4790 Tel.
Against Domestic | Summerville, SC 29483
Abuse - CADA G tfsmith@dadc.org
Services)
Low Country 4600 Goer Dr., Ste. 205 843-760-2635 Tel.
Counseling Center North Charleston, SC 29405 843-566-9758 Fax.
ncookchas@aol.com
Family Services, 4925 Lacross Rd., Suite 215 1-800-232-6489 Tel.
Inc. North Charleston, South 843 — 744-2886
Carolina 29406 C. Graham
cgraham@familyserviceschassc
.com
Edgefield Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Fairfield Sistercare, Inc. nbarton@sistercare.com 803-765-9428 Tel.
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LRC Counseling

111 Bellview St., Ste. 107
Columbia, SC 29201
hpmcfadden50@yahoo.com

803-667-4500 Tel.
803-223-9420 Fax.

Domestic Abuse
Center

sara@sc.twcbc.com

louann@sc.twcbc.com

803-791-1322 Tel.

Georgetown Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Greenville O0.P.E.R.A. / Centro | 301 Piney Mountain Rd. 864-360-0658 Tel.
de Familia Greenville, SC 29609 864-787-8259 Tel.
frtalor@aol.com 864-281-9829 Fax
Family - You Can’t | P O Box 919 864-895-8231 Tel.
Beat Them! Greer, SC 29651 864-895-0356 Fax
jreasel@juno.com
Family Assessment | 3148 Hwy. 308 864-833-4040 Tel.
& Enrichment P. O. Box 460 864-833-9978 Fax.
Center, Inc. Clinton, South Carolina 29325
kathyrtl@charter.net
Redeeming The P O. Box 496 864-230-7440 Tel
Time (Christian- Greenville, SC 29652-0496 864-244-3767 Fax
Based, carl.s@redeemingtime.org
Non-
Denominational)
Addcare Counseling | 413 Verdry St. #7 864-467-1319 Tel.
Greenville, SC 29601 864-467-0241 Fax.
angelabrady@addcarecounselin
g.com
Compass of 1100 Rutherford Rd. 864-467-3434 Tel.
Carolina Greenville, SC 29609 864-467-3571 Fax.
speerh@compassofcarolina.org
Greenwood Working towards suecc@nuvox.net 864-227-0088tel.
Change Susie Nickerson
Family Counseling | 800 Main St., Ste. 210-C 843. 683.0042 Tel.
Center Hilton Head Island, S. C. 843.682.4552 Fax
29926 Contact: Frank Bolgan
frankbolgan@yahoo.com
Horry Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
True Divine kimberlyferguson23@gmail.c | 803-775-5511
Christian Ministries | om Kimberly O. Ferguson
New Alternative P.0. Box 2974 843-421-4356 Tel.
Program Conway, SC29528 Harry Spring
Jasper Washington’s 2201 Boundary St. 843 524 — 4884

Family Counseling
Center

Beaufort, SC 29902
eldubluu@hotmail.com

Contact: Lawrence
Washington
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Family Counseling
Center

800 Main St., Ste. 210-C
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
frankbolgan@yahoo.com

843. 683.0042 Tel.
843.682.4552 Fax

Contact: Frank Bolgan

Kershaw Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Sistercare, Inc. nbarton@sistercare.com 803-765-9428 Tel.
The Alpha Center 709 Mill St. 803-432-6902 Tel.
Camden, SC 29202 803-432-6890 Fax
mjones@alphacentersc.com
Lancaster Domestic Abuse Sara@SC.Twcbc.Com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center Louann@SC.Twcbc.Com
Sistercare, Inc. nbarton@sistercare.com 803-765-9428 Tel.
3 Trees Center for 546 S. Cherry Rd., Ste. L 803-207-0558 Tel.
Change Rock Hill, SC 29732 877-752-1347 Fax
www.threetreescfc.com
Laurens Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Family Assessment | 3148 Hwy 308 864-833-4040 Tel.
& Enrichment P. O. Box 460 864-833-9978 Fax.
Center, Inc. Clinton, SC 29325 Dr. Green
kathyrtl@charter.net
Victory Counseling | 1250 Southport Rd. 864-590-7395 Tel.
Services Spartanburg, SC 29306
edd825@windstream.net
Lee The Alpha Center 108 East Church St. 803-484-6025 Tel.
Bishopville, SC 29010 803-484-6121 Fax
ekirkland@alphacentersc.co
m
Intervention for 246 Church St. 803-773-7158 Tel.
Family Change Sumter, SC 29150 803-775-3851 Fax
(YWCY of the sumterywca@aol.com
Upperlowlands)
Lexington Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Sistercare, Inc. nbarton@sistercare.com 803-765-9428 Tel.
LRC Counseling 111 Bellview St., Ste. 107 803-667-4500 Tel.
Columbia, SC 29201 803-223-9420 Fax.
hpmcfadden50@yahoo.com
Marion Alternative to P.0. Box 1351 843-673-2008 Tel.

Violence - Pee Dee
Coalition

Florence, SC 29503
gdavis@peedeecoalition.org
ehamilton@peedeecoalition.o
rg
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Marlboro Alternative to P.0. Box1351 843-673-2008 Tel.
Violence - Pee Dee | Florence, SC 29503
Coalition gdavis@peedeecoalition.org
ehamilton@peedeecoalition.o
rg
Project Intercept vthomasvs@dhec.sc.gov 843-921-0050 Tel.
843-537-0562 Fax.
McCormick Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Working Towards suecc@nuvox.net 864-227-0088tel.
Change Susie Nickerson
Newberry Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Oconee Compass of 1100 Rutherford Rd. 864-467-3434 Tel.
Carolina Greenville, SC 29609 864-467-3571 Fax.
speerh@compassofcarolina.org
Orangeburg Alternative Methods | 668 John C. Calhoun Dr. 803-534-2272 Tel.
Program P. O. Box 1568 803-534-2448 Fax.
Orangeburg, SC 29116
Ituckersc@bellsouth.net
mdtaylorsc@bellsouth.net
New Directions 1860 Russell St. 803.533.1920 Tel
Crisis & Re- Orangeburg,, SC 29118 803.533.7530 Fax
Adjustment Center | ehkelly60@hotmail.com Contact: Elaine Kelly
Pickens Compass of 1100 Rutherford Rd. 864-467-3434 Tel.
Carolina Greenville, SC 29609 864-467-3571 Fax.
speerh@compassofcarolina.org
Richland Domestic Abuse 989 Knox Abbot Drive 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center P.O. Box 7194
Columbia, SC 29202
sara@sc.twcbc.com
louann@sc.twcbc.com
LRC Counseling 111 Bellview St. Ste. 107 803-667-4500 Tel.
Columbia, SC 209201 803-223-9420 Fax.
hpmcfadden50@yahoo.com
Saluda Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Spartanburg Renaissance 1090 Boiling Springs Rd. 864-573-5956 Tel.

Therapy and Spartanburg, SC 29303

Counseling Center | rentherapy@bellsouth.net

Redeeming the carl.s@redeemingtime.org 864-230-7440 Tel.
Time 864-244-3767 Fax

Family - You Can't
Beat Them!

jreasel@juno.com

864-895-8231 Tel.
864-895-0356 Fax
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The Real Solution

84 Groce Rd.
Lyman, SC 29365

864-439-7760 Tel.
Dr. Cathy Sparks

Victory Counseling
Services

251 Magnola St.
Spartanburg, SC 29306
g.edd825@windstream.net

864-590-7395 Tel.

Domestic Abuse
Center

sara@sc.twcbc.com

louann@sc.twcbc.com

803-791-1322 Tel.

Sumter Family Support 130 Broad Street Contact: Terrance
Services Sumter, SC 29150 Wells
mr twells@hotmail.com 803-774-4377 Tel.
803-774-4378 Fax.
True Divine 738 Broad Street 803-775-5511
Christian Ministries | Sumter, SC 29150 Kimberly O. Ferguson
kimberlyferguson23@gmail.c
om
Intervention for 246 Church St. 803-773-7158 Tel.
Family Change Sumter, SC 29150 803-775-3851 Fax
(YWCA of The sumterywca@aol.com
Upperlowlands)
Union Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.
Center louann@sc.twcbc.com
Williamsburg Alternative to P.O. Box 1351 843-673-2008 Tel.
Violence - Pee Dee | Florence, SC 29503
Coalition gdavis@peedeecoalition.org
ehamilton@peedeecoalition.org
York Domestic Abuse sara@sc.twcbc.com 803-791-1322 Tel.

Center

louann@sc.twcbc.com

3 Trees Center for
Change

546 South Cherry Rd. Ste. L
Rock Hill, SC 29732
www.threetreescfc.com

803-207-0558 Tel.
877-752-1347 Fax
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Centralized CDV Court

A Guide to Establishing a CDV Court in Your County

Reviewed by South Carolina Court Administration

Distributed by:
The State of South Carolina
Office of the Attorney General
S.T.O.P. Violence Against Women Program

Telephone: (803) 734- 3717 Fax: (803) 734-4078
Post Office Box 11549, Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1549



Why create a centralized court for cases of criminal domestic violence?

Domestic violence cases are unlike any other criminal case in the justice system. In no other
case will one find all of the dynamics present in a domestic violence case. A victim of a robbery
does not typically lie on the stand to keep the defendant out of jail. A carjacking victim will not
have to go home with the perpetrator of that crime after the trial is over. In domestic violence
cases, the victim and defendant are intimately linked. They have lived together, are married or
once were, and may have children together. The “bad guy” in these cases is not a shady figure

in a dark alley; he is the victim s friend and lover.

A centralized court creates the environment necessary for the trial of these unique cases. A set
day and time for court each week or month allows representatives from various service
organizations (i.e., batterer treatment programs, domestic violence shelters and organizations,
victims’ advocates, etc.) to be present in court to offer their services. In addition, a centralized
court is most conducive to the availability of a prosecutor, relieving law enforcement from the
responsibility of prosecuting the case and keeping the judge in his or her rightful place as an

impartial party.

What are the costs of creating a centralized CDV court?

Creating a centralized CDV court is primarily an administrative task and involves very minimal
additional costs. It is principally a matter of reorganization and not a matter of hiring new
personnel, etc. In fact, you may find that the creation of a central CDV court ultimately saves

your county or municipality money and transportation costs.

What about the distribution of fines?
As is stated in the South Carolina Bench Book, “all fees collected by magistrates for the

performance of their judicial acts must be regularly transmitted to their respective counties,”1

and “the general principles of fees and costs discussed in reference to magistrates are applicable

to municipal judges.”2 Creating a centralized court would not affect these guidelines.

1 South Carolina Bench Book for Magistrates and Municipal Court Judges, General B7a
2 3¢ Bench Book for Magistrates and Municipal Court Judges, General B7b



Does a centralized court apply to both bench and jury trials?
Generally no, only bench trials and guilty pleas may be held in a centralized court. However,

under certain circumstances some jury trials may be held in a central CDV court.

Can municipal cases be tried in a magistrate court?

Yes, a municipality may arrange to have its cases prosecuted in the magistrate court. Since the
magistrate would have territorial jurisdiction over the municipal court, those municipal cases
could be tried in the magistrate court. However, any revenues created by fines imposed would
be distributed to the county, rather than the municipality. Rather than having its CDV cases
disposed in magistrate court, a municipality may try all CDV cases arising from its jurisdiction in
the municipal court and retain any revenue generated from those cases. By trying all CDV cases
on a given date, a municipality and all agencies involved would receive a similar benefit as if

centralization had taken place.

How to Establish a Centralized CDV Court

If the Chief Magistrate of a county decides to create a centralized CDV court for that county, he
or she simply needs to notify Court Administration, who complete and submit an Order to the
Chief Justice to that effect (for example, please see attached Order for Anderson County). That

is the only formal action that needs to take place.

Following that submission, the court needs to notify law enforcement that all criminal domestic
violence cases are going to be tried on a certain day(s) of each month, and that all defendants

should be notified of that when charged.

For example, assume that CDV cases in Carolina County are tried on the second Thursday of
each month. For the weeks prior to the second Thursday, each individual who is charged with
criminal domestic violence should be instructed to appear on the upcoming second Thursday.
Each defendant, once present in court on the second Thursday, is then given three choices: one,
s/he may request a jury trial; two, s/he may request a bench trial, in which case the trial would



proceed immediately; or three, s/he may plead guilty, in which case the plea would immediately

be considered.

Some counties have found it favorable to organize the docket by the arresting officers’
schedules. For example, the defendants whose arresting officers are coming off of the third shift

have their appearances first, allowing the officers to leave as soon as possible.

The most important aspect of a centralized court is the scheduled, regular meeting of the
court that allows all interested parties to attend. Each county may need to make provisions

and changes to accommodate its own particular needs.



2008-01-24-01

The Supreme Court of South Carolina

RE: Establishment of Central Criminal Domestic Violence Court in Anderson County

ORDER

It appearing that the establishment of a centralized magistrate court for the hearing of criminal
domestic violence cases in Anderson County can be accomplished within the framework of the
unified judicial system as an administrative matter, and

It further appearing that the establishment of a centralized magistrate court for the hearing of
criminal domestic violence cases in Anderson County will provide greater access to parties,
witnesses, law enforcement officers, victims advocates, and prosecutors, and

The judges of the magistrate courts of South Carolina being a part of the uniform statewide
judicial system and pursuant to the provisions of Article V, Section 4, South Carolina
Constitution,

IT IS ORDERED that terms of court for criminal domestic violence cases be scheduled in the
Centralized Magistrate Court for Criminal Domestic Violence Cases for Anderson County.
Terms of court shall be scheduled by the Chief Judge for Administrative Purposes of the
Summary Courts in Anderson County and shall be presided over by magistrates designated by
the Chief Summary Court Judge in Anderson County.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all criminal domestic violence cases shall be scheduled in the
central court, provided, that the Chief Summary Court Judge in Anderson County may, upon a
finding of good cause, order the transfer of a criminal domestic violence case to any Anderson
County Magistrate. Upon proper motion by the defendant, the Chief Summary Court Judge in
Anderson County may order that a jury be drawn from the jury area where the alleged offense
occurred and that jury be required to report to the Central Court.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the terms of the central court shall be held on the days of the
week and at the times designated by the Chief Summary Court Judge in Anderson County.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Chief Summary Court Judge in Anderson County shall be
responsible for an accounting of all fines, fees, penalties, forfeitures and all other monies
collected in the Centralized Magistrate Court for Criminal Domestic Violence Cases for
Anderson County. All fees, fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed and collected in the central
court must be forthwith turned over to the Treasurer of Anderson County. On the first



Wednesday in each month or within ten days thereafter, the Chief Summary Court Judge shall
make to the Auditor and Treasurer of Anderson County a full and accurate statement in writing
of all monies collected in the Centralized Magistrate Court for Criminal Domestic Violence
Cases for Anderson County during the past month together with the title of each case in which a
fine has been paid.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Chief Summary Court Judge in Anderson County shall
supervise the Trial Court Administrator for Anderson County and other personnel that may be
employed for the central courts established pursuant to this Order.

The authority conferred on the Chief Summary Court Judge in Anderson County by this Order
shall become effective immediately and continue unless amended or revoked by Order of the
Chief Justice.

s/Jean Hoefer Toal
Jean Hoefer Toal
Chief Justice

January 24, 2008
Columbia, South Carolina



