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Dear Mr. Meacham:

In a letter to this Office you questioned the effect of Section
of +the Code when the time period for suspension of a driv-
er's license has not expired. Such provision states

56-1-475

...{a)ny person whose driver's license has been
suspended Dby the State Department of Highways and
Public Transportation who has moved his residence
to another State and has obtained a valid driv-
er's license in such state may lawfully operate a
motor vehicle within this State after the expira-
tion of the period of time for which his South
Carolina driver's license was suspended.

In your memorandum you stated it was your conclusion that

In

If the time period for suspension had not expired
it is clear from Section 56-1-475 that the defen-
dant who 1is still suspended could not circumvent
the statute by obtaining a foreign driver's 1li-
cense, regardless of his residency.

(1990) the State Supreme Court construed such provision as

ing that

State v. Venters, S.C. , 387 S.E.2d 270 at 272

indicat-
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...a person who has moved from South Carolina and
established a permanent residence in another
state is permitted to drive in South Carolina
pursuant to a wvalid driver's 1license from the
other state after the expiration of the fixed
suspension period in South Carolina.

[ Therefore, I am in agreement with your conclusion that expira-
L. tion of the time period of suspension is critical to an individual's
being authorized to drive in this State regardless of the residency

of the driver.

With best wishes, I am
Very truly yours,

Charles H. Richardson
Assistant Attorney General
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