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The State of Bouth Qarolinag

®ffice of the Attorney General

T. TRAVIS MEDLOCK REMBERT C. DERNIS BUILDING
ATTORMEY GENERAL POST OFFICE BOX 11549
CCLUMBIA, 5.C. 29211
TELEPHONE: 803-734 3970
FACSIMILE: B03-253-6283

June 21, 1991

The Honorable Ena 0. Reed

Clerk of Court

Colleton County

Post Office Box 620

Walterboro, South Carclina 29488

Dear Ms. Reed:

You have requested an opinion of this Office as to procedures
regarding the payment of petit jurors. Your letter and our tele-
phone conversation about this matter indicate that your question
relates to which official should write the checks for the payment
0of the jurcrs. &.C. Code Ann. § 4-1-140 provides as follows con-
cerning these payments:

The fees allowed jurors . . . shall be paid by the trea-
surers of the respective counties on the presentation to
them of certificates signed by the clerk of

court . . . 1/ ({Emphasis added.)

- "Where the terms of a statute are unambiguous, there is no room for
o interpretation and [they must be applied] according to their liter-
al meaning". South Carolina Department of Highways and Public

Transportation v. Dickinson, 288 S.C. 134, 341 S.E.2d 134 (1986).
Here, giving §4-1-140 its 1literal meaning, the fees of ‘jurors
should be paid by the Treasurer's actually issuing the checks for
the individual jurors. Because these payments are paid by the
Treasurer, the statute does not appear to contemplate the Treasur-
er's transferring a lump sum to other officials for payment. See

Bullock, Note 1. 1In addition, because the statute 1is more recent
and more specific, it should be controlling with respect to earli-
er, more general provisions for the county supervisors' drawing

1/ The remainder of this provision references another methed of
the payment of fees by the jurors' using their claims for fees to
pay their taxes. See State v. Bullock, 54 s.¢. 300, 32 S.E.
424 (1899).
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orders on the County Treasurers, See §4-13-100 and §4-13-110;
Yahnis Coastal Inc. v. Stroh Brewery, 295 S.C. 243, 368 S.E. 24
64, 1(1988); Criterion Insurance Company v. Hoffman, 258 S.C. 282,
188 S.E.2d 459 (1972).

In conclusion, under §4-1-140, the payment of Jjurors' €£fees
should Dbe written by the County Treasurers rather than paid by lump
sum distribution to the clerks of court. If you need additional

information, please let me know.

Yours very truly,

(,M
J. ﬁﬁary Smlt;{ Jr.

A851stant Attorney General
JESjr/rl

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY
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JOS H D.] SHINE
j Deputy Attorney General
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ROBERT D. COOK
Executive Assistant for Opinions




