
Alan Wilson
attorney General

August 22, 2017

Mr. Brian D. Lamkin, Inspector General
Office of the Inspector General
111 Executive Center Drive

Suite 204

Columbia, SC 29210

Dear Inspector General Lamkin:

You have requested our opinion regarding "the authority of the Office of the State
Inspector General (SIG) to conduct a review of a non-profit, charitable foundation created for the
specific purpose of supporting a [publicly]-funded state agency." By way of background, you
provide the following information:

In March 2017, a member of the South Carolina Senate requested the SIG
undertake a review of the organizational structure of the South Carolina Governor's
School for Science and Mathematics (SCGSSM) and the South Carolina Governor's
School for Science and Mathematics Foundation, Inc. ("GSSM Foundation"), which
appeared to be a blended structure between the school and its non-profit supporting
foundation. Specifically, the request pertained to reviewing the appropriateness of
SCGSSM's publicly funded employees being supervised by employees of the non
profit GSSM Foundation. The SIG was asked to provide a review and opinion on the
appropriateness of this structure.

Governing Statutes

The governing statutes for the SIG are found in S.C. Code of Laws, §1-6-10
through §1-6-100. The governing statutes for the SCGSSM are found in S.C. Code of
Laws, §59-48-10 through §59-48-70.

SCGSSM

The SCGSSM was created in 1988 by the South Carolina General Assembly as a
statewide special school for the purpose of providing accelerated instruction in
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) in a residential setting for high
school juniors and seniors in the State who are academically talented in the areas of
science and mathematics. The school receives state appropriations each year to
educate approximately 288 high school juniors and seniors in science and
mathematics. The SCGSSM is overseen by an eleven-member Board of Trustees
("BoT"), which is comprised of nine members appointed by the Governor, the State
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