
Alan Wilson
Attorney General August 16, 2017

Thomas A. Limehouse, Jr., Esquire
Legal Counsel
Office of the Governor

11 GO Gervais Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Mr. Limehouse:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter dated August 7, 2017 to the Opinions
section for a response. The following is this Office's understanding of your question and our opinion
based on that understanding.

Issue (as quoted from your letter):
Please allow this letter to serve as a formal request for an opinion of the Office of the Attorney General
regarding whether the enclosed Indictment charges "a crime involving moral turpitude" for purposes of
Article VI, Section 8 of the South Carolina Constitution.

As you will see, the subject Indictment is titled "ARREST/INTERFERENCE, HINDERING OFFICERS
SERVING WARRANT OR RESCUING PRISONERS" and alleges a violation of section 16-5-50 of the
South Carolina Code of Laws. According to our preliminary research, the Supreme Court of South
Carolina has discussed section 16-5-50 on more than one occasion, e.g., State v. Alls. 330 S.C. 528, 500
S.E.ld 781 (1998); State v. Etheraee. Ill S.C. 523, 290 S.E.2d 413 (1982), but has not been squarely
presented with the question of whether it constitutes "a crime involving moral turpitude." Moreover,
although the Office of the Attorney General has analyzed crimes of or involving moral turpitude in
numerous prior opinions, it does not appear that your office has been asked to comment on this particular
statutory provision. However, previous opinions have addressed analogous issues and somewhat similar
offenses, including but not limited to the following: Op. S.C. Att'v Gen.. 2015 WL 2148106 (Apr. 24,
2015) (discussing the crime of impersonating a law enforcement officer); Op. S. C. Att V Gen.. 1991 WL
474741 (Feb. 12, 1991) (discussing the offense of resisting arrest); Op. S.C. Att'v Gen.. 1983 WL
181726 (Jan. 24, 1983) (discussing contempt of court due to attempted grandjury tampering).

In light of the foregoing, we respectfully request an opinion of the Office of the Attorney General as to
whether the enclosed Indictment charges an offense that constitutes "a crime involving moral turpitude."

Law/Analysis:
As you mention in your letter, the South Carolina Constitution authorizes the Governor to

suspend from office State officials for a crime involving moral turpitude when it states that:

Any officer of the State or its political subdivisions, except members and officers
of the Legislative and Judicial Branches, who has been indicted by a grand jury for
a crime involving moral turpitude or who has waived such indictment if permitted
by law may be suspended by the Governor until he shall have been acquitted. In
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