
August 30, 2017

Christopher S. Inglese, Esquire
Beaufort County Assistant Attorney

County Council of Beaufort County
Post Office Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901-1228

Dear Mr. Inglese:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter dated June 16, 2017 to the Opinions
section for a response. The following is this Office's understanding of your questions and our opinion
based on that understanding.

Issues (as quoted from your letter);
Beaufort County has ratified local ordinances Sec. 66-26 et seq. regarding Accommodations tax and Sec.
66-531 et seq. regarding Hospitality tax. The County Ordinances adopt essentially the language of the
State statutes to wit:

Sec. 66-44. - Permitted uses of local (3%) accommodations tax funds.
(a)The county council is hereby authorized to utilize the funds collected from the imposition
and collection of the local accommodations tax and otherfunds deposited into "The County
of Beaufort. South Carolina, Local Accommodations Tax Account." The revenue generated
by the local accommodations tax must be used exclusivelyfor the following purposes:

(1) Tourism-related buildings, including, but not limited to, civic centers,
coliseums, and aquariums;

(2) Cultural, recreational, or historic facilities;
(3) River/beach access and renourishment;
(4) Highways, roads, streets, bridges and boat ramps providing access to tourist
destinations;

(5) Advertisements and promotions related to tourism development:
(6) Water and sewer infrastructure to serve tourism-related demand; and
(7) The operation and maintenance ofthose items provided in (a)(1) through (a)(6)
above, including police, fire protection, emergency medical services, and
emergency preparedness operations directly attendant to those facilities.
(8) For all other proper purposes including those set forth herein.

The same is provided for expenditures of Hospitality taxfunds:

Sec. 66-534. - Permitted uses of hospitality tax funds.
(a) The county council is hereby authorized to utilize the funds collectedfrom the imposition
and collection ofthe hospitality tax and other funds deposited into "The County of Beaufort,
South Carolina, Hospitality Tax Account." The revenue generated by the hospitality tax
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