
Alan Wilson
ATTORNEY GENERAL

May 22, 2018

Ms. Marci Andino

Executive Director

State Election Commission

P.O. Box 5987

Columbia, SC 29250-5987

Dear Director Andino:

Attorney General Alan Wilson has referred your letter to the Opinions section. Your
letter states the following:

The State Election Commission (SEC) respectfully seeks guidance concerning the
clarification or revision of county boundaries under S.C. Code § 27-2-105 (Supp.
2014), the effective date of such changes, and the impact of such changes on the
elections process, particularly with regards to voter registration.

As you are aware, § 27-2-105 sets forth a process by which county boundaries as
defined in Chapter 3 of Title 4 are clarified or reestablished by the South Carolina
Geodetic Survey (SCGS), part of the Office of Revenue and Fiscal Affairs. To
summarize, that section provides that a revised or reestablished boundary takes
effect after: the certification of a county boundary plat by SCGS; written notice to
affected parties; a sixty calendar day window for an affected party to contest a
certified boundary by filing an appeal with the Administrative Law Court; and the
resolution of any such appeal.

As for the effective date of a revised county boundary, § 27-2-105(B)(6) states:

When the certified county boundary plat is no longer subject to
appeal, the SCGS under cover of a letter signed by the Chief of the
SCGS shall provide an appropriate revised boundary map to the
Secretary of State, the South Carolina Department of Archives, and
the register of deeds in each affected county. The date of the SCGS
director's cover letter is the date the revised boundaries take effect.
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