
Alan Wilson
ATTORNEY GENERAL

July 12, 2019

The Honorable Stephen K. Benjamin, Mayor
City of Columbia
P.O. Box 147

Columbia, SC 29217

Dear Mayor Benjamin:

You seek our opinion ". . . regarding the meeting of the University of South Carolina
Board of Trustees called by Governor McMaster for July 12, 2019." By way of background, you
provide the following information as stated in your letter:

Under the SC Code of Laws Section 59-117-50 (below) this meeting has not been
properly noticed.

SECTION 59-117-50. Meetings of board; quorum.

The board of trustees shall meet not less frequently than quarterly, the time and place
of each such regular meeting to be fixed by the chairman of the board or otherwise as
the board of trustees shall provide. If the Governor chooses to serve as an ex officio
member of the board, he shall preside at all regular and special meetings of the board
of trustees in which he is in attendance. At those meetings at which the Govemor is
not in attendance the chairman of the board of trustees shall preside and in his
absence such member shall preside as the board may select. The Governor of the
State (if serving as an ex officio member of the board), the chairman of the board of
trustees, and the president of the University shall each have the power to call a
special meeting of the board of trustees and fix the time and place thereof. Any five
members of the board shall likewise have this power. A majority of the members of
the board of trustees shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of all business of
the board but not less than a majority vote of the whole board shall be required for
the election or removal of a president. It shall be the duty of the president and other
officers as well as members of the faculty to attend meetings of the board of trustees
when requested to so.

Notice of the time and place of all meetings, both regular and special meetings, of the
board of trustees of the University of South Carolina shall be mailed bv the secretarv

or his assistant to each trustee not less than five days before each meeting thereof.

(emphasis added.)
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