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Dale Butts

Secretary/Treasurer
South Carolina Association of Clerks and Registers
P.O. Drawer 1197

Beaufort, South Carolina 29901

Dear Mr. Butts:

We understand from your letter dated July 11, 2019, you seek our opinion regarding 2019 Act 58
recently passed by the South Carolina General Assembly and signed into law by the Governor.
According to your letter, you seek clarification on the portion of Act 58 pertaining to the filing of
South Caroling tax liens, satisfactions, and expungements. Specifically, you ask "whether or not
the intent of the statute is for Satisfactions and Expungements to have a $10 filing fee assessed
per document, in addition to the initial $10 filing fee for the lien?" If we determine a fee per
document is required in addition to the filing fee for the lien, you ask "whether or not SC
Registers of Deeds (Elected or Appointed) have the right to waive the fee, as it pertains to the SC
Department of Revenue, for up to a 6 month period?"

Law/Analysis

Act 58 will be codified at section 8-21-310 of the South Carolina Code effective August 1, 2019.
Before we consider the interpretation of Act 58, it is important to consider the version of section
8-21-310 of the South Carolina Code (2019) currently in effect until July 31, 2019. Section 8-
21-310 generally pertains to the schedule of fees and costs to be collected in each county by
clerks of court and registers of deeds or county treasurers as determined by the county's
governing body. Currently, section 8-21-310(20) pertains to the fees associated with filing South
Carolina tax liens.

(20) for filing and enrolling and satisfaction of South Carolina and United
States Government tax liens:

(a) for filing and enrolling and satisfying executions or warrants for
distraint for the South Carolina Department of Employment and
Workforce, the South Carolina Department of Revenue, or any other
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