
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

August 8, 2019

The Honorable B. Lee Miller

Municipal Judge, City of Greenwood
PO Box 40

Greenwood, South Carolina 29648

Dear Judge Miller:

We understand from you letter, you seek an opinion of this Office concerning moped traffic
violations. In an opinion dated June 28, 2019, we addressed your first question concerning the
appropriate charging statute for "a person with No Valid Moped License." In addition, you seek
an opinion addressing the following: "If a traffic ticket was received for a violation while
operating a moped and the defendant fails to pay the fine, what would be the appropriate charge
if the moped license was suspended by the department. 56-l-1730(B)."

Law/Analysis

Section 56-1-1730(B) of the South Carolina Code (Supp. 2018), which you reference in your
letter, states:

The Department of Motor Vehicles may suspend, revoke, or cancel a moped
operator's license only for violations committed while operating a moped. A
moped operator's license may be suspended, revoked, or canceled in the same
manner and upon the same grounds for which any other motor vehicle
operator's license or permit may be suspended, revoked, or canceled.

According to this statute, the Department of Motor Vehicles (the "Department") is limited in
suspending a moped operator's license "only for violations committed while operating a moped."
S.C. Code Ann. § 56-1-1730(B). But, this statute allows for the Department to suspend a moped
operator's license for "any" ground upon which a motor vehicle operator's license can be
suspended. Id, As you mentioned in your letter, this could include the failure to pay a fine
imposed as part of a traffic citation. S.C. Code Ann. § 56-25-20 (2018) (allowing the
suspension of a driver's license for failure to comply with the terms of a traffic citation).
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