
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

July 31, 2019

Mr. Tom W. Patton

Deputy State Forester
South Carolina Forestry Commission
P.O. Box 21701

Columbia, South Carolina 29221

Dear Mr. Patton:

We understand you seek an opinion of this Office as to "whether section 48-23-295 (Forestry
Services to landowners) allows the SC Forestry Commission to extract mired equipment for
private contractors serving private forest landowners in the maximum production of their
woodland." You state the Forestry Commission (the "Commission") "has provided this service
in the past, charging the same service rate as firebreak installations. However, in recent years,
largely due to herbicide contractors using skidders later in the growing season and wet weather
events as a result of hurricanes and El Ninos, these request have become more frequent."

Law/Analysis

As you reference in your letter, section 48-23-295(A) of the South Carolina Code (2008)
provides:

The State Commission of Forestry may make available forestry services
consisting of scientific, technical, and practical services to landowners of the
State to assist them in the afforestation, reforestation, and maximum
production of their woodland. These services consist of specialized
equipment and operators or rental of the equipment to perform labor and
services necessary to carry out approved forestry practices including
mechanical and chemical site preparation, processing forest tree seed, forest
tree planting, insect and disease control, prescribed burning, firebreak
plowing, and other appropriate practices to assist landovmers In maximum
production of their woodland.

Providing landowners with the services you describe fits within the portion of the statute
allowing the Commission to provide equipment and operators to assist in reforestation.

ItEMBERT C.Dennis Building o post Office Box 11549 • Columbia, SC 29211-1549 . Telephone 803-734-3970 • Facsimile 803-253-6283








