
Alan Wilson
attorney General

September 19, 2019

Brian D. Lamkin

Inspector General
Office of the Inspector General
111 Executive Center Drive

Suite 204

Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Dear Inspector General Lamkin:

We received your letter requesting an opinion of this Office concerning the authority of State
Inspector General ("SIG") staff. Specifically, you request an opinion "to clarify the intent of the
legislature regarding whether the powers identified in § l-6-50(A)(l), (2), and (4) may be
delegated to, or are inherent in the office of, deputy inspectors general, investigators, and
auditors within the Office of the State Inspector General to carry out the duties of the SIG."

Law/Analvsis

As you cited in your letter, section 1-6-20 of the South Carolina Code (Supp. 2018) establishes
the Office of the State Inspector General. Subsection (A) of this provision provides:

There is hereby established the Office of the State Inspector General that
consists of the State Inspector General, who is the director of the office, and a
staff of deputy inspectors general, investigators, auditors, and clerical
employees employed by the State Inspector General as necessary to carry out
the duties of the State Inspector General and as are authorized by law. The
State Inspector General shall fix the salaries of all staff subject to the funds
authorized in the annual general appropriation act.

S.C. Code Ann. § l-6-20(A). Subsection (B) states the SIG "is responsible for investigating and
addressing allegations of fraud, waste, abuse, mismanagement, misconduct, violations of state or
federal law, and wrongdoing in agencies." S.C. Code Ann. § l-6-20(B).

Section 1-6-30 of the South Carolina Code (Supp. 2018) sets forth the powers of the SIG as
follows:
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