
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

October 8,2019

Daniel S. McQueeney, Jr., Esq.
Assistant Corporation Counsel
City of Charleston
50 Broad Street

Charleston, South Carolina 29401

Dear Mr. McQueeney:

We received your letter addressed to Attorney General Alan Wilson requesting an opinion of this
Office regarding the City of Charleston's Zoning Ordinance (CZO). You stated the CZO
"governs the procedure for amending the City's zoning regulations or maps." On behalf of the
Charleston City Council (City Council), you ask us to point you to "any authority supporting the
proposition that City Council must follow the procedure outlined in section 54-943.c to amend
the requirement in section 54-943.c that 'a favorable vote of three-fourths (3/4) of all members of
the City Council' is required when the City's Planning Commission recommends disapproval of
the amendment."

Law/Analvsis

You explained as part of the CZO, City Council adopted section 54-943, which provides
procedures for changes or amendments to zoning regulations, restrictions, and boundaries.
Section 54-943.a allows City Council on its own or by petition of a specified group of property
owners to initiate a change or amendment to the CZO. This provision states:

The City Council may from time to time on its own initiative or on petition,
signed by a majority of the property owners according to the frontage in any
district or portion thereof as large as one city block between two intersecting
streets, amend, supplement or change the regulations, restrictions or the
district boundaries herein established or subsequently established. This shall
be done only after reference to and report by the Planning Commission; and
after public hearing by City Council, official notice of the time and place of
which shall be given in a newspaper of general circulation in the city at least
fifteen (15) days prior to such hearing, except in the case of adoption or
amendment of land development regulations in which case official notice of
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