
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

November 14, 2019

The Honorable Phyllis Alesia Rico Flores
Administrative Judge
City of Charleston Municipal Court
180 Lockwood Boulevard

Charleston, SC 29403

Dear Judge Flores:

You have requested an opinion from this Office regarding appeals of municipal parking violations.
Specifically, you state the following:

The City of Charleston Municipal Court is seeking an opinion regarding
legal matters surrounding classifying parking violations as civil
violations, unless otherwise subject to criminal penalties pursuant to the
South Carolina Code of Laws. May rulings or decisions made by
parking administrators regarding civil parking violations be appealed for
further review to a department within the municipality, other than the
Municipal Court?

The Code of Ordinances, City of Greenville, 42-95 and 42-178 reads:

42-95. - Civil fines for municipal parking violations.

All municipal parking violations established under this
article shall be subject to civil fines only, and not subject
to criminal penalties, except as otherwise mandated by
the general law of the state. Enforcement and
administration shall be pursuant to such written policies
and procedures as are approved by the city manager for
that purpose, inclusive of the amount of such fines,
which shall be approved in reasonable amounts and
incorporated into a schedule of fees.

Sec. 42-178. - Payment and administrative review.

(a) The timed parking fee shall be due and owing to the city
as of the date referenced on the ticket. Failure to pay by
the due date shall result in additional sums due as

provided for on the ticket.
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