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March 13,2020

The Honorable Will F. Derrick

Chief Administrative Judge
Oconee County Summary Court
106 East Windsor Street

Westminster, SC 29693

Dear Judge Derrick:

You are asking this Office for clarification of the definition of a "farm truck" in section 56-3-670
of the South Carolina Code, which sets the fees for farm truck licenses. According to your letter,
there has been a dispute between State Transport and a business regarding whether "it is legal to
transport without a commercial tag mulch that was not paid for and transport [it] back to the
business, and then on to the customer . . You draw our attention to a former opinion of this
office, 2001 WL 129338, and state that you "believe that further opinion since 2001 would help
clarify the meaning of 'market' and 'including first market' [in section 56-3-670 and] would help
both State Transport and the business proceed without continued incidents."

You specifically ask the following questions:

1) The wording "including first market'
first market only, or all market[s]?

would this be limited to

2) Would "market" include a cash transaction only, or also include
free or donate[d] product?

LAW/ANALYSIS:

As we have stated in many prior opinions, this Office is not empowered to investigate or make

factual findings.' However, we can provide you with the applicable law. Section 56-3-670, in
its entirety, states:

' See Op. S.C. Attv. Gen.. 1989 WL 406130 (April 3. 1989) ("[b] ecause this Office does not have the authority of a
court or other fact-finding body, we are not able, in a legal opinion, to adjudicate or investigate factual questions.")
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